
Diacritics for narrow transcription  
 Adapted from Wikipedia 
Syllabicity diacritics 

Syllabic                     
Non-syllabic               

or 
Extra-short (breve)         

  
Consonant-release diacritics 

Aspirated    tʰ tʰæp   
No audible release       æ   
Nasal release (or “plosio ”)  ⁿ  hɪ ⁿ   
Lateral release (or “plosio ”)   ˡ  mɪ ˡ   

 
Phonation diacritics 

Voiceless         bæ   
Voiced  s   t    hɪt     
Breathy voiced          æ   
Creaky voiced          æ   

  
Articulation diacritics 

Dental  t      bɪt   ðɛm  
Linguolabial  t      bɪ l  i  (à la B. Spears) 
Laminal t       t  o      
Advanced     t      s 
Retracted i   t   bɛ  d  (possible realization of URP “bird”) 
Centralized ë ä bɛ  d (essentially the same as above) 

Mid-centralized         sɪt     
Raised        bɛ  d  
Lowered        b  d   
(these can also be used with consonants to indicate closeness of articulation – i.e. to show distinction 
between  fricative/approximant) 

  



Co-articulation diacritics 

More rounded          s  (South Africa) 
Less rounded              (common US realization)  
Labialized  t      
Palatalized  tʲ  ʲ  
Velarized  tˠ  ˠ   
Pharyngealized  tˁ  ˁ  
Velarized or pharyngealized       
Advanced tongue root    o      
Retracted tongue root     o   
Nasalized          
Rhotacized    ɝ  

 Suprasegmentals 

Length, stress, and rhythm 
Primary stress         æ ɪ t    i    
Secondary stress  a      æ ɪ t    i    
 
Long    ː  ː  ː (long vowel or geminate consonant) 
Half-long  ˑ 
Extra-short    
Syllable break  i  æ t 
Linking (absence of a break) s‿     ‿    
 

Intonation 
Minor (foot) break | 
Major (intonation) break ‖ 
Global rise ↗ 
Global fall ↘ 
 

Tie bar Ligature  
t   = ʧ voiceless postalveolar affricate 

   

Other IPA symbols may appear as diacritics to represent phonetic detail: tˢ (fricative release), bʱ 
(breathy voice), ˀa (glottal onset), ᵊ (epenthetic schwa), o  (diphthongization).   



ExtIPA diacritics 
Airstream mechanism 

Ingressive airflow p↓ 
 
Phonation 

Unaspirated p⁼ 
 
Nasalization 

Denasal     
 

Articulatory strength 
Strong articulation     
Weak articulation    

 
Articulation 

Whistled s   
Secondary articulation 

Labial spreading  s   
Open-rounded labialization   œ 
Labiodentalized  ᶹ 

 

Timing of phonation 

Partial initial voicing  s    

Partial final voicing  s     

Partial initial devoicing      

Partial final devoicing       

pre-voiced    z  

creaky offglide  ˷ 
 


